
Amongst a dominating 
Muslim population and the 

impressive and affluential 
cities of Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, there lies a large 

and vibrant Nepalese 
community in the United 

Arab Emirates. They 

have come to find work, due to lack 
of job opportunities in Nepal. BMI 
Regional Director, Rev. Sonam 
Kabo, and his wife, Rita, traveled 
for three weeks to numerous cities 
in the UAE, including Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi, All Ain, and Sharjah training 
Nepalese church leaders, women, 

and youth 
with the BMI 
curriculum. 
The response 
to their 
ministry was 
so positive that future training  
opportunities have been requested. 
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LIGHTING THE DARKNESS

Winter 2016 …“The people living in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” (Matt. 4:16)…

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

EAST AFRICA

In 2014, Jonathan was introduced to Emmanuel 
Ndolimana through his daughter, 
Taylor at Wheaton College. As a 
young man in Rwanda, Emmanuel  
experienced great loss and pain when 
a militia group killed thirty-two of his 
family members during the Rwandan 

genocide. Despite 
this trauma, 
God protected 
and prepared 
Emmanuel for 
ministry. With 
theological training 
in Africa and at 

Wheaton College, he is now a key leader throughout 
East Africa. Aided by BMI Regional Director, Dr. 
Vitaly Sorokun, who continues to raise up young 
African leaders through his international church in 
Ukraine, Emmanuel is training local leaders using the 
BMI curriculum. He is also involved with BMI’s  
partner ministry, Sustainable Medical Missions, which 
trains Christian doctors in the prevention and treatment 
of Neglected Tropical Diseases.  

In October of this year, Jonathan began the first 
installment of a three-year program for top Christian 
leaders from the countries of Rwanda, Burundi,  
Uganda, Kenya, Liberia and the Democratic Republic  
of Congo. Each representative will go back to his 
country to train pastors, seminary teachers, and others.

The popular Christmas tradition of placing 
candles in windows of homes originated in 

ancient Ireland in response to Joseph and Mary’s lack 
of shelter the night of Christ’s birth. These beacons 
served as a symbol of welcome and hope to all in need 
of refuge and rest.

Over the past year, BMI has had the great privilege 
of seeing more and more illuminations for the Gospel 
across the globe through the multiplication and 
mentorship model. We are excited to announce that 
through the faithful equipping of top national leaders 
by both the Burnham family and BMI’s Regional 

Directors, 
two new regions 
are now being trained: 
East Africa and the United Arab  
Emirates. Both of these regions, East  
Africa, with high refugee populations,  
and the United Arab Emirates, a  
country serviced by foreign workers, badly  
need candles in the windows for Christ.



Thank you for your prayers and gifts that enable us and our ministry directors  
to train and mentor these dedicated leaders for Christ

In May, I preached at The Chapel in 
Akron, Ohio. During the service,  

Pastor Tim Armstrong and The Chapel’s 
Board graciously granted me the title 

of Pastor Emeritus. I cherish the 
identification with the church I grew 
up in and had been privileged to serve 
for 26 years. 
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INDIA

Much more information is available on our website,  
www.burnhamministries.com, and on our Facebook page.
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VIETNAM, LAOS, MYANMAR, PHILIPPINES

 This year, Jonathan held key meetings and conferences in 10 countries, and through our Regional 
Representatives and women’s leaders BMI now has ongoing ministry in over 20 nations!


